United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/727,252 



128 



12/04/2003 



Raghavendra Ts Prasad 



7590 



06/16/2005 



HONEYWELL INTERNATIONAL INC. 
101 COLUMBIA ROAD 
P O BOX 2245 

MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962-2245 



H0005762 



4668 



EXAMINER 



HARTMAN JR, RONALD D 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2121 



DATE MAILED: 06/16/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary/ 


Application No. 
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Applicant(s) 

PRASAD ET AL 


Examiner 

Ronald D. Hartman Jr. 


Art Unit 

2121 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 March 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-57-9,11-15,17 and 18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1-57-9,11-15,17 and 18 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-5, 7-9, 11-15 and 17-18 are presented for further examination. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 4 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 

Claim 4 recites the fact that the FDMS and the first client are connected 
wirelessly, and this feature has already been adequately presented with regards to 
pending claim 1 , and therefore this claim fails to further limit claim 1 . 

Claims 7, 13 and 17 are objected to because the specification does not clearly 
set forth what is meant by "a short time". This term is relative and the specification does 
not clarify as to what is explicitly meant by "short". 

Claim 14, line 1, all of the words are smashed together and therefore this claim 
should be re-written to rectify this problem. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1 -5, 7-9, 1 1 -1 5 and 1 7-1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Tapperson et al., U.S. Patent Application No. 2005/004731 . 

As per claims 1, 3-4, 8, 14-16 and 18,Tapperson et al. teaches a method 
comprising: 

providing a wireless communication connection between a first client and 
a field device management station (hereafter: FDMS), wherein when an 
operator issues a first control command to a first field device, using the 
first client, the first control command is transferred to the FDMS and then 
is forwarded to the first field device using a control network so as to allow 
the operator the ability to manage the first field device (e.g. allowing for 
wireless communications between a central control room and remotely 
located filed devices; [0006], [0020]-[0021], [0035], claim 1 and Figure 2, 
elements 1 04, 1 06, 1 08 and 1 1 4); and 

providing a wired communication connection between a second client and 
the FDMS, wherein when an operator issues a second control command 
to as second field device, using the second client, the second control 
command is transferred to the FDMS and then is forwarded to the second 
field device (e.g. utilizing a hard-wired connection; [0009] and Figure 2, 
elements 103, 90, 88, 94, 92 and 102). 

It is noted that although Tapperson et al. may not specifically teach 
communicating a "first", "another", "second" or "third" command to a "first", "second" or 
"third" field device, these are both communication capabilities that the system disclosed 
by Tapperson et al. inherently possesses the ability to perform. That is, since 
Tapperson et al. clearly teaches the use of a remote management system wherein 
multiple devices may be controlled either using a wirelessly connected control unit or by 
using a wire connected control unit, Tapperson et al. clearly sets forth the ability to 
manage any one of plurality of field devices using either control unit and as such, a first, 
another, second and third command as well as a first, second and third field devices, 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,252 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2121 

and the communications which may occur there between, are adequately anticipated by 
the teachings of Tapperson et al. 

It is also noted that there does not appear to be any discernable difference 
between the first control command, another control command, a second control 
command and a third control command, and therefore, they are interpreted to be one 
and the same, that is, they are all simply control commands, per se, regardless of which 
control unit (wired or wireless control unit) has issued them and regardless of which field 
device (first, second or third) is receiving the actual control command. 

As per claims 8-9, although Tapperson et al does not specifically disclose the 
use of a data block manager, it is a feature that is inherent to Tapperson's disclosed 
system since there must be some type of data managing means in order for the system 
to accomplish the disclosed features of allowing remote control and monitoring of field 
devices through a wireless and wired communication network since information 
received from the field devices, as well as information communicated to the field 
devices, must be handled in some fashion so as to make sure the information reaches 
its intended target, whether it be the central control or the location of the actual field 
devices, and therefore these features are believed to be adequately anticipated by the 
disclosed system discussed byway of Tapperson et al. 

As per claim 2, Tapperson et al further teaches the distributed control network 
utilizing a feature wherein if there is a problem with the hard-wired connection, a direct 
connection via wireless connection may be used in order to continue monitoring and 
controlling the remotely located filed devices (e.g. [0035]). 

As per claim 5, Tapperson et al. further teaches the utilization of a network 
device (e.g. "controller", "process analyzer" and/or the "H2 to H1 bridge"; Figure 2, 
elements 62 or 88, 72 and 92, respectively). 
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As per claims 7, 13 and 17, Tappersoh et al. further teaches maintaining a 
central log, with regards to issued commands, and their effects thereof (e.g. 
contemplated by Tapperson's capability of knowing the status of each of the field 
devices, including information related to the maintenance of the field devices; [0008]). 

As per claims 1 1-12, a wireless client handler and a wired client handler are both 
inherent to the disclosed system contemplated by Tapperson et al. since clearly there 
must exist some way of handling the communications which occur, whether the 
communications occur wirelessly or via a wired connection, and therefore since there 
must exist some type of means for handling the communications of both the wired 
connection and the wireless connection, client handlers are believed to be adequately 
anticipated by the disclosed system as disclosed by Tapperson et al. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronald D. Hartman Jr. whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-3684. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 1 1 :00 - 8:30 pm, 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on (571) 272-3687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 
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Supervisory ffetent Examiner 
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